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WEST AUSTRALIAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE — SANDOVER MEDAL 
Statement 

HON ED DERMER (North Metropolitan) [9.45 pm]: I am very pleased to speak tonight. Not for the first 
time, I will speak about the very important institution of the West Australian Football League. First of all, I 
would like to extend my congratulations to Kane Mitchell on his success in being awarded the Sandover Medal 
last night. I will not pretend to be objective, because no-one would believe me if I did! I am delighted to see a 
Claremont Football Club champion duly recognised with that award. I have spoken before about the importance 
of family in West Australian Football League clubs. There could be no finer example than the Mitchell family. I 
have enjoyed the occasional conversation with Kane, but I have regular conversations with his mum, dad, 
grandmother and brothers, who are all regularly in attendance. I can tell from these exchanges that there is a very 
strong family bond. I think that is a terrific example to everybody and a very good example of what can be 
achieved and enjoyed in Western Australian Football League clubs. I am delighted to congratulate Kane on his 
success and to congratulate the West Australian Football League and umpires for recognising his virtue by 
awarding him the Sandover Medal.  

Hon Peter Collier: Mark Hutchings was a very close second.  

Hon ED DERMER: Each player who contributes to WAFL clubs is a very important part of our community. 
The joy that I receive watching Claremont players I imagine other players would extend to people who support 
the other eight clubs as well.  

I would also like to congratulate 990AM Information Radio. While other media outlets have been distracted by 
the Australian Football League, 990AM Information Radio has consistently understood the superior quality of 
the West Australian Football League and provided excellent coverage of the West Australian Football League at 
a time when it can be hard to find on other radio stations. It very proudly pointed out last night, when I was 
listening to its coverage of the Sandover Medal count, that it has been involved at that level for 10 years. I think 
that is terrific. I know there can be frustrating times when multiple radio stations cover the same AFL game yet 
one is struggling to find coverage of the WAFL. I learnt some time ago that 990AM Information Radio does that 
very well. Last night’s coverage of the Sandover Medal was another example of the excellent service provided 
by that radio station.  

990AM Information Radio is a very interesting institution and a very important community service. I enjoyed 
visiting the station on an occasion in the past. It basically provides information to people who are sight impaired. 
Many of its programs are basically reading material that other people would have the ready advantage of being 
able to read. It broadcasts read material over the radio to enable people to enjoy material that they are otherwise 
prevented from enjoying by virtue of their sight impairment. It is a tremendous radio station providing an 
excellent service to the sight impaired, and I am also very pleased that I get to enjoy the service it provides, 
particularly its excellent coverage of Western Australian Football League matches and associated important 
events, such as last night’s Sandover Medal count. 
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